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Dr. Jones’ Team Up 
By Anthony Magnoli 

 

  
Prof Henry Jones 

(Reuters) Dr. Indiana Jones recently 
took a sabbatical from his post at 
Barnett College to search for his 
missing father, Dr. Henry Jones, a 
tenured professor of history at 
Princeton University. 
   Dr. H. Jones has spent much of his 
career in the study of Arthurian 
literature, especially as it concerns the 
legendary Holy Grail, the cup in 
which it was believed the blood of 
Christ was caught during the 
crucifixion. Dr. Jones was studying 
artwork in Europe regarding Grail 
lore when he vanished with little 
trace.  Recently, Prof. H. Jones had 
been hired by philantropist and 
antiquarian Walter Donovan to head 
his research team in a similar quest for 
the Holy Grail.  
   Donovan, a generous donater to 
many academic institutions and 
museums, had recently discovered a 
stone tablet in Ankara, Turkey as well 
as a medieval manuscript that both 
seemed to refer to the cup as an 
historic object. Following a previous 
discovery, H. Jones flew to Venice to 
continue the search.  
   Dr. I. Jones picked up his father’s 
trail in Venice where he was looking 
for a tomb of a crusader by the name 
of Sir Richard. I. Jones not only 
found his father, but also discovered 
the tomb that eluded H. Jones. The 
tomb was found in excellent condition 
but after an accidental fire below the 
Church of San Barnaba much of the 
priceless treasures were damaged or 
destroyed. The Venice Museum of 
Antiquity has begun restoration and 
repair on many of the artefacts in 
hopes of displaying them in their 
medieval wing.  
   After the reuniting of father and 
son, the Jones’ began an expedition to 
Iskenderun, the site of the ancient  
city of Alexandretta mentioned in an 
inscription found with the Venice 
tomb.  

Rare Spanish Cross 
Acquired by the Met 

(NY) This rare Spanish cross, 
originally discovered in 1912 in Utah, 
was recently donated to the 
Metropolitan Museum of  Antiquity 
for display in their Spanish Collection.  
   Dating from the fifteenth century, 
this crucifix is believed to have 
belonged to the Spanish explorer 
Francisco Vasquez de Coronado, who 
led his army through present-day 
Arizona and New Mexico in a fruitless 
search for the legendary Seven Cities 
of Gold. Thus, the artifact has been 
dubbed the “Cross of Coronado”.  
 

Unfortunately, due to political 
pressures, the Jones’ were forced to 
abandon their search and return to 
Europe, from whence they flew back 
to the States to resume their respective 
teaching posts.  
   According to Princeton U., Dr. H. 
Jones will be publishing a paper about 
his search for the Grail entitled, “The 
Last Crusade.” The work’s title seems 
to suggest a conclusion to Dr. Jones’ 
life pursuit, which has resulted in little 
benefit to the academic community. 

— 

The Genuine Grail? 
   There have been but a few ancient 
chalices that have been reputed to be 
the Holy Grail. Many scholars believe 
that the cup from which Christ drank 
at the Last Supper has already been 
found, namely in  1910 in Antioch.  
 

 
     The “Antioch Chalice”, inner cup: First 
Century, outer cup: Second Century; Silver 
& silver-gilt; 7 1/2 x 5 7/8 in. (19 x 15 cm) 
The Cloisters Collection, Metropolitan 
Museum of Art. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The “Cross of Coronado” 
 

   Called “The Silver Chalice”, this 
large silver goblet consists of an outer 
shell encasing and an inner silver cup. 
Some have identified the inner cup as 
that used by Christ.  The elaborate 
footed shell enclosing it is thought to 
have been made within a century after 
the death of Christ to encase and 
honor the Grail. The fruited grapevine 
forming the rinceau pattern of the 
gilded shell is inhabited by birds, 
including an eagle; animals, including 
a lamb and a rabbit; and twelve 
human figures holding scrolls and 
seated in high-backed chairs. Two of 
the figures are thought to be images 
of Christ. The other ten figures have 
been variously identified as ten of the 
twelve apostles, or philosophers of the 
classical age, who, like the prophets of 
the Old Testament, had foretold the 
coming of Christ. 
   Another favourite candidate is the 
Santo Caliz of Spain. This chalice has 
a well documented, though broken, 
history beginning with St. Peter and 
extending through to today.  
   Sometime during the third century 
the cup is said to have been moved 
from Jerusalem to Rome. From there 
it was entrusted to a Spanish centurion 
by St. Lawrence to protect it from the 
imperial edict demanding the 
confiscation of Church property.  
   For the next few centuries it passed 
from one religious sanctuary to 
another. Eventually the Santo Caliz 
was deposited in the Cathedral of 
Valencia. At present the chalice is 
missing, presumed to be under 
protection from the Marxist 
revolutionists.   
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